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BUILDING WRITERS, 
NOT SCRIBES

If reading and writing are interconnected, then we should 
treat writing instruction just as we do reading instruction. I 
have seen far too many times where educators help a 
struggling writer by writing the paper for the student, and 
then have the student copy it onto a "clean" sheet of paper in 
his or her handwriting. I dislike being the bearer of bad new, 
but this is N OT writing instruction. All one has done is built 
a scribe who will simply copy the written piece onto another

 paper. We, as educators, need to build WRITER S. It is our 
goal to enhance a writer's ability by building upon his or her 
strengths. In every piece a student writes, there is something 
teachers can use to instruct the student to go above and 
beyond. It takes the keen eye of a responsive educator to find
just what the student needs to help him or her grow.

Let 's BU I LD  upon ST REN GT H S

For example, I once had a student who wrote a personal 
narrative piece about a trip to the zoo. A teacher looked at the 
piece of writing proudly hanging in the hall and said, "Oh my! 
This student's handwriting is AWFUL! Look! There are no 
periods! Is this one of your low writers?" Immediately, I bit 
my tongue because the words that wanted to come out of my 
mouth would not have been "school appropriate." The teacher 
who made this elementary observation of my student's writing 
did not have AN Y background on the child. The teacher was 
simply making a judgment without giving the child any 
credit.

N ow, let me tell you the TRUTH about this profoundly 
written piece. The student wrote with thoroughly descriptive 
elaborations about going to the zoo. When you read the 
writing, it was as if you were there experiencing the same 
thing the writer did! To quote a line, the writer wrote, "I saw 
the monkeys jumping around in their cage. I was so close to 
them it was as if our noses could touch and I could feel their
soft fur tickle my nostrils."

Yes, you just read that from a second grade student who was
thought to be one of my "low" writers.

As educators, we are so eager to dive right in and fix what is 
incorrect with our students, but sometimes we forget to take a 
step back and build upon what is already there. The writer in 
this example demonstrates eloquence within the craft of 
writing. The punctuation and organization of the piece of 
writing will be mastered in time. I, for one, will be building 
on the descriptiveness and asking this particular writer to
share more experiences of his/her life.

How can we build upon what is already there to enhance our 
writing instruction? Let me give you an example! We just 
finished our opinion writing unit in second grade. At the 
beginning, the students were able to express their opinions 
quite well orally. The problem arose when it was time to 
transform their oral explanations into writing. I decided to 
implement ?Would You Rather? questions to BU ILD upon
what was already in place.

Would You Rather?

 

Ah! It?s that time of the year to enter your opinion writing 
unit with your students! N ow, we all know our students have 
some VERY strong opinions on things, but how do we get 
them to translate their thoughts into written form? Well, I?ve
got you covered!

This year, I tried something new with my opinion writing 
unit. In our district, we use the Lucy Calkins Units of Study 
and the three writing rubrics as a resource. I decided to 
develop my own unit that aligns with both the Units of Study 
and the opinion writing rubric. I noticed my students could 
orally express their opinion without a problem; therefore, I 
wanted to build upon what was already built in their brains! I 
decided to have the students orally defend their opinion with a 
?Would You Rather? daily question I posed on the board. 
The students would have to move to one side of the room or 
the other based on their opinion. If a student was unsure, he 
or she could stand in the middle and try to be ?persuaded? by 
either side of the room. After we would discuss the question 
orally, I would set a timer and have my students translate what 
they said into written form. After the timer went off, and, yes, 
I stuck to the timer, we all came together on the carpet. Each 
day I had a different goal for the students. One day I might 
have asked the students to highlight their opening sentence. 
Another day I might have asked the students to just highlight 
one of their reasons. It is CRIT ICAL to have the students 
share a portion of their piece of writing after every Writer?s 
Workshop!

You will be amazed at the writing your students will produce
when you build upon their strengths!

BUI LD  wr iters through CREAT I VIT Y and CH OICE

I truly believe in order to improve one's writing, he or she 
must write more. N ow, I know this sounds quite simple, but 
in fact, it's true. The more you allow your students to write, 
whether it is a specific prompt or a free-write, they will show 
evidence of improvement in their writing. In reading, teachers 
ask their students to read for at least 20 minutes every day. Do 
we ask the same in writing? If reading and writing are 
interconnected, then why aren't we asking our students to also 
write for 20 minutes every day? In some classrooms, like my 
own, I know students are writing for more than 20 minutes, 
but this is not always the case in the world of education.

Free-Wr ite Fr iYAY!

 

I am strongly passionate about allowing my students to have 
free-choice in their writing. Every Friday, I started something 
called Free-Write FriYAY's. This is a time during our writing 
block where the students can write about whatever they want. 
If a child becomes stuck with ?writer?s block,? I have a 
resource in their writing folder with ?Fifty N ifty? ideas to 
write about during a free-write. At the end of the day, I 
collect their writing pieces in their Free-Write FriYAY 
folders (yes, the students get to color it--with markers, so it's 
even more exciting!) and take them home over the weekend. I 
personally respond to each free-write with a comment, 
personal connection, or question. On M onday morning, the 
students burst through the classroom door and immediately 
open their folders to read the response I've written. As an 
educator, this is one of the best feelings! I love seeing bright 
smiles on the faces of my students when it comes to reading 
and writing. Our goal as educators is to get the students 
EXCITED about learning by allowing creativity and choice!

Today Is YOUR D ay

In the wise words of Dr. Seuss, "You're off to great places! 
Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting, so... get on your 
way!" The students are your mountains. You are their hope 
and inspiration to move them along as readers and writers. 
What's stopping you? Why wait? Today is your day! BU ILD 
those mountains by strengthening areas that need 
improvement. Allow those beautiful little mountains to be 
EXPRESSIVE and CREATIVE when writing. Encourage 
FREE-CHOICE and always allow your students to SHARE. 
If we want to continue to build a future of readers and writers, 
we must instill the ART and PASSION  of reading and 
writing.

Visit  http:/ /educar ter10.blogspot.com / for m ore posts by Cam eron!
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paper. We, as educators, need to build WRITER S. It is our 
goal to enhance a writer's ability by building upon his or her 
strengths. In every piece a student writes, there is something 
teachers can use to instruct the student to go above and 
beyond. It takes the keen eye of a responsive educator to find
just what the student needs to help him or her grow.

Let 's BU I LD  upon ST REN GT H S

For example, I once had a student who wrote a personal 
narrative piece about a trip to the zoo. A teacher looked at the 
piece of writing proudly hanging in the hall and said, "Oh my! 
This student's handwriting is AWFUL! Look! There are no 
periods! Is this one of your low writers?" Immediately, I bit 
my tongue because the words that wanted to come out of my 
mouth would not have been "school appropriate." The teacher 
who made this elementary observation of my student's writing 
did not have AN Y background on the child. The teacher was 
simply making a judgment without giving the child any 
credit.

N ow, let me tell you the TRUTH about this profoundly 
written piece. The student wrote with thoroughly descriptive 
elaborations about going to the zoo. When you read the

writing, it was as if you were there experiencing the same 
thing the writer did! To quote a line, the writer wrote, "I saw 
the monkeys jumping around in their cage. I was so close to 
them it was as if our noses could touch and I could feel their
soft fur tickle my nostrils."

Yes, you just read that from a second grade student who was
thought to be one of my "low" writers.

As educators, we are so eager to dive right in and fix what is 
incorrect with our students, but sometimes we forget to take a 
step back and build upon what is already there. The writer in 
this example demonstrates eloquence within the craft of 
writing. The punctuation and organization of the piece of 
writing will be mastered in time. I, for one, will be building 
on the descriptiveness and asking this particular writer to
share more experiences of his/her life.

How can we build upon what is already there to enhance our 
writing instruction? Let me give you an example! We just 
finished our opinion writing unit in second grade. At the 
beginning, the students were able to express their opinions 
quite well orally. The problem arose when it was time to 
transform their oral explanations into writing. I decided to 
implement ?Would You Rather? questions to BU ILD upon
what was already in place.

Would You Rather?

 

Ah! It?s that time of the year to enter your opinion writing 
unit with your students! N ow, we all know our students have 
some VERY strong opinions on things, but how do we get 
them to translate their thoughts into written form? Well, I?ve
got you covered!

This year, I tried something new with my opinion writing 
unit. In our district, we use the Lucy Calkins Units of Study 
and the three writing rubrics as a resource. I decided to 
develop my own unit that aligns with both the Units of Study 
and the opinion writing rubric. I noticed my students could 
orally express their opinion without a problem; therefore, I 
wanted to build upon what was already built in their brains! I 
decided to have the students orally defend their opinion with a 
?Would You Rather? daily question I posed on the board. 
The students would have to move to one side of the room or 
the other based on their opinion. If a student was unsure, he 
or she could stand in the middle and try to be ?persuaded? by 
either side of the room. After we would discuss the question 
orally, I would set a timer and have my students translate what 
they said into written form. After the timer went off, and, yes, 
I stuck to the timer, we all came together on the carpet. Each 
day I had a different goal for the students. One day I might 
have asked the students to highlight their opening sentence. 
Another day I might have asked the students to just highlight 
one of their reasons. It is CRIT ICAL to have the students 
share a portion of their piece of writing after every Writer?s 
Workshop!

You will be amazed at the writing your students will produce
when you build upon their strengths!

BUI LD  wr iters through CREAT I VIT Y and CH OICE

I truly believe in order to improve one's writing, he or she 
must write more. N ow, I know this sounds quite simple, but 
in fact, it's true. The more you allow your students to write, 
whether it is a specific prompt or a free-write, they will show 
evidence of improvement in their writing. In reading, teachers 
ask their students to read for at least 20 minutes every day. Do 
we ask the same in writing? If reading and writing are 
interconnected, then why aren't we asking our students to also 
write for 20 minutes every day? In some classrooms, like my 
own, I know students are writing for more than 20 minutes, 
but this is not always the case in the world of education.

Free-Wr ite Fr iYAY!

 

I am strongly passionate about allowing my students to have 
free-choice in their writing. Every Friday, I started something 
called Free-Write FriYAY's. This is a time during our writing 
block where the students can write about whatever they want. 
If a child becomes stuck with ?writer?s block,? I have a 
resource in their writing folder with ?Fifty N ifty? ideas to 
write about during a free-write. At the end of the day, I 
collect their writing pieces in their Free-Write FriYAY 
folders (yes, the students get to color it--with markers, so it's 
even more exciting!) and take them home over the weekend. I 
personally respond to each free-write with a comment, 
personal connection, or question. On M onday morning, the 
students burst through the classroom door and immediately 
open their folders to read the response I've written. As an 
educator, this is one of the best feelings! I love seeing bright 
smiles on the faces of my students when it comes to reading 
and writing. Our goal as educators is to get the students 
EXCITED about learning by allowing creativity and choice!

Today Is YOUR D ay

In the wise words of Dr. Seuss, "You're off to great places! 
Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting, so... get on your 
way!" The students are your mountains. You are their hope 
and inspiration to move them along as readers and writers. 
What's stopping you? Why wait? Today is your day! BU ILD 
those mountains by strengthening areas that need 
improvement. Allow those beautiful little mountains to be 
EXPRESSIVE and CREATIVE when writing. Encourage 
FREE-CHOICE and always allow your students to SHARE. 
If we want to continue to build a future of readers and writers, 
we must instill the ART and PASSION  of reading and 
writing.
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writing, it was as if you were there experiencing the same 
thing the writer did! To quote a line, the writer wrote, "I saw 
the monkeys jumping around in their cage. I was so close to 
them it was as if our noses could touch and I could feel their
soft fur tickle my nostrils."

Yes, you just read that from a second grade student who was
thought to be one of my "low" writers.

As educators, we are so eager to dive right in and fix what is 
incorrect with our students, but sometimes we forget to take a 
step back and build upon what is already there. The writer in 
this example demonstrates eloquence within the craft of 
writing. The punctuation and organization of the piece of 
writing will be mastered in time. I, for one, will be building 
on the descriptiveness and asking this particular writer to
share more experiences of his/her life.

How can we build upon what is already there to enhance our 
writing instruction? Let me give you an example! We just 
finished our opinion writing unit in second grade. At the 
beginning, the students were able to express their opinions

quite well orally. The problem arose when it was time to 
transform their oral explanations into writing. I decided to 
implement ?Would You Rather? questions to BU ILD upon
what was already in place.

Would You Rather?

 

Ah! It?s that time of the year to enter your opinion writing 
unit with your students! N ow, we all know our students have 
some VERY strong opinions on things, but how do we get 
them to translate their thoughts into written form? Well, I?ve
got you covered!

This year, I tried something new with my opinion writing 
unit. In our district, we use the Lucy Calkins Units of Study 
and the three writing rubrics as a resource. I decided to 
develop my own unit that aligns with both the Units of Study 
and the opinion writing rubric. I noticed my students could 
orally express their opinion without a problem; therefore, I 
wanted to build upon what was already built in their brains! I 
decided to have the students orally defend their opinion with a 
?Would You Rather? daily question I posed on the board. 
The students would have to move to one side of the room or 
the other based on their opinion. If a student was unsure, he 
or she could stand in the middle and try to be ?persuaded? by 
either side of the room. After we would discuss the question 
orally, I would set a timer and have my students translate what 
they said into written form. After the timer went off, and, yes, 
I stuck to the timer, we all came together on the carpet. Each 
day I had a different goal for the students. One day I might 
have asked the students to highlight their opening sentence. 
Another day I might have asked the students to just highlight 
one of their reasons. It is CRIT ICAL to have the students 
share a portion of their piece of writing after every Writer?s 
Workshop!

You will be amazed at the writing your students will produce
when you build upon their strengths!

BUI LD  wr iters through CREAT I VIT Y and CH OICE

I truly believe in order to improve one's writing, he or she 
must write more. N ow, I know this sounds quite simple, but 
in fact, it's true. The more you allow your students to write, 
whether it is a specific prompt or a free-write, they will show 
evidence of improvement in their writing. In reading, teachers 
ask their students to read for at least 20 minutes every day. Do 
we ask the same in writing? If reading and writing are 
interconnected, then why aren't we asking our students to also 
write for 20 minutes every day? In some classrooms, like my 
own, I know students are writing for more than 20 minutes, 
but this is not always the case in the world of education.

Free-Wr ite Fr iYAY!

 

I am strongly passionate about allowing my students to have 
free-choice in their writing. Every Friday, I started something 
called Free-Write FriYAY's. This is a time during our writing 
block where the students can write about whatever they want. 
If a child becomes stuck with ?writer?s block,? I have a 
resource in their writing folder with ?Fifty N ifty? ideas to 
write about during a free-write. At the end of the day, I 
collect their writing pieces in their Free-Write FriYAY 
folders (yes, the students get to color it--with markers, so it's 
even more exciting!) and take them home over the weekend. I 
personally respond to each free-write with a comment, 
personal connection, or question. On M onday morning, the 
students burst through the classroom door and immediately 
open their folders to read the response I've written. As an 
educator, this is one of the best feelings! I love seeing bright 
smiles on the faces of my students when it comes to reading 
and writing. Our goal as educators is to get the students 
EXCITED about learning by allowing creativity and choice!

Today Is YOUR D ay

In the wise words of Dr. Seuss, "You're off to great places! 
Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting, so... get on your 
way!" The students are your mountains. You are their hope 
and inspiration to move them along as readers and writers. 
What's stopping you? Why wait? Today is your day! BU ILD 
those mountains by strengthening areas that need 
improvement. Allow those beautiful little mountains to be 
EXPRESSIVE and CREATIVE when writing. Encourage 
FREE-CHOICE and always allow your students to SHARE. 
If we want to continue to build a future of readers and writers, 
we must instill the ART and PASSION  of reading and 
writing.

Visit  http:/ /educar ter10.blogspot.com / for m ore posts by Cam eron!
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quite well orally. The problem arose when it was time to 
transform their oral explanations into writing. I decided to 
implement ?Would You Rather? questions to BU ILD upon
what was already in place.
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This year, I tried something new with my opinion writing 
unit. In our district, we use the Lucy Calkins Units of Study 
and the three writing rubrics as a resource. I decided to 
develop my own unit that aligns with both the Units of Study 
and the opinion writing rubric. I noticed my students could 
orally express their opinion without a problem; therefore, I 
wanted to build upon what was already built in their brains! I 
decided to have the students orally defend their opinion with a 
?Would You Rather? daily question I posed on the board. 
The students would have to move to one side of the room or 
the other based on their opinion. If a student was unsure, he 
or she could stand in the middle and try to be ?persuaded? by 
either side of the room. After we would discuss the question 
orally, I would set a timer and have my students translate what 
they said into written form. After the timer went off, and, yes, 
I stuck to the timer, we all came together on the carpet. Each 
day I had a different goal for the students. One day I might 
have asked the students to highlight their opening sentence. 
Another day I might have asked the students to just highlight 
one of their reasons. It is CRIT ICAL to have the students 
share a portion of their piece of writing after every Writer?s 
Workshop!

You will be amazed at the writing your students will produce
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BUI LD  wr iters through CREAT I VIT Y and CH OICE
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but this is not always the case in the world of education.
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free-choice in their writing. Every Friday, I started something 
called Free-Write FriYAY's. This is a time during our writing 
block where the students can write about whatever they want. 
If a child becomes stuck with ?writer?s block,? I have a 
resource in their writing folder with ?Fifty N ifty? ideas to 
write about during a free-write. At the end of the day, I 
collect their writing pieces in their Free-Write FriYAY 
folders (yes, the students get to color it--with markers, so it's 
even more exciting!) and take them home over the weekend. I 
personally respond to each free-write with a comment, 
personal connection, or question. On M onday morning, the 
students burst through the classroom door and immediately 
open their folders to read the response I've written. As an 
educator, this is one of the best feelings! I love seeing bright 
smiles on the faces of my students when it comes to reading 
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This year, I tried something new with my opinion writing 
unit. In our district, we use the Lucy Calkins Units of Study 
and the three writing rubrics as a resource. I decided to 
develop my own unit that aligns with both the Units of Study 
and the opinion writing rubric. I noticed my students could 
orally express their opinion without a problem; therefore, I 
wanted to build upon what was already built in their brains! I 
decided to have the students orally defend their opinion with a 
?Would You Rather? daily question I posed on the board. 
The students would have to move to one side of the room or 
the other based on their opinion. If a student was unsure, he 
or she could stand in the middle and try to be ?persuaded? by 
either side of the room. After we would discuss the question 
orally, I would set a timer and have my students translate what 
they said into written form. After the timer went off, and, yes, 
I stuck to the timer, we all came together on the carpet. Each 
day I had a different goal for the students. One day I might 
have asked the students to highlight their opening sentence. 
Another day I might have asked the students to just highlight 
one of their reasons. It is CRIT ICAL to have the students 
share a portion of their piece of writing after every Writer?s 
Workshop!

You will be amazed at the writing your students will produce
when you build upon their strengths!

BUI LD  wr iters through CREAT I VIT Y and CH OICE

I truly believe in order to improve one's writing, he or she 
must write more. N ow, I know this sounds quite simple, but 
in fact, it's true. The more you allow your students to write, 
whether it is a specific prompt or a free-write, they will show 
evidence of improvement in their writing. In reading, teachers 
ask their students to read for at least 20 minutes every day. Do 
we ask the same in writing? If reading and writing are 
interconnected, then why aren't we asking our students to also 
write for 20 minutes every day? In some classrooms, like my 
own, I know students are writing for more than 20 minutes, 
but this is not always the case in the world of education.

Free-Wr ite Fr iYAY!

 

I am strongly passionate about allowing my students to have 
free-choice in their writing. Every Friday, I started something 
called Free-Write FriYAY's. This is a time during our writing 
block where the students can write about whatever they want. 
If a child becomes stuck with ?writer?s block,? I have a 
resource in their writing folder with ?Fifty N ifty? ideas to 
write about during a free-write. At the end of the day, I 
collect their writing pieces in their Free-Write FriYAY 
folders (yes, the students get to color it--with markers, so it's 
even more exciting!) and take them home over the weekend. I 
personally respond to each free-write with a comment, 
personal connection, or question. On M onday morning, the 
students burst through the classroom door and immediately 
open their folders to read the response I've written. As an 
educator, this is one of the best feelings! I love seeing bright 
smiles on the faces of my students when it comes to reading 
and writing. Our goal as educators is to get the students 
EXCITED about learning by allowing creativity and choice!

Today Is YOUR D ay

In the wise words of Dr. Seuss, "You're off to great places! 
Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting, so... get on your 
way!" The students are your mountains. You are their hope 
and inspiration to move them along as readers and writers. 
What's stopping you? Why wait? Today is your day! BU ILD 
those mountains by strengthening areas that need 
improvement. Allow those beautiful little mountains to be 
EXPRESSIVE and CREATIVE when writing. Encourage 
FREE-CHOICE and always allow your students to SHARE. 
If we want to continue to build a future of readers and writers, 
we must instill the ART and PASSION  of reading and 
writing.

Visit  http:/ /educar ter10.blogspot.com / for m ore posts by Cam eron!

http://educarter10.blogspot.com/
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