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March 1, 2019 

Joshua Younge, President 

Ohio Council of Teachers of English/LA 

 

Dear Ohio Council of Teachers of English/LA: 

 

As you gather today with your fellow educators to share ideas and best practices, know that NCTE stands ready to 

support you. We applaud your efforts in organizing this conference and your dedication to your students through 

your own professional learning. Literacy teachers are committed, passionate, and dynamic professionals, and NCTE 

is proud to be your national professional home.  

 

There is no doubt you face myriad complex issues in the classroom and an evolving student body. We applaud your 

creativity and determination to try new approaches to the teaching and learning of English, English language arts, 

and literacy at all grade levels. This conference not only enables presenters to share their research, tips, and ideas, 

but also gives attendees the opportunity to share their own. Together, you will collaborate to enhance your 

classroom practices and better support your students’ learning.   

 

“Teacher learning communities position all participants as contributors, thereby fostering ‘collaborative resonance’ 

that enables teachers to work together toward transformative, against-the-grain teaching” –NCTE Policy Brief on 

Teacher Learning Communities  

 

NCTE, too, offers a number of ways to increase professional learning. Through our books, journals, and The Council 

Chronicle, NCTE publishes the best in literacy research and teaching strategies. Thousands of educators gather at 

our annual conventions and meetings to collaborate and share best practices. NCTE issues resolutions and position 

statements to address a variety of topics affecting the teaching of English, English language arts, and literacy. 

Lastly, NCTE members share their expertise on literacy teaching and learning with policymakers at the local, state, 

and national levels as they consider new policies and laws. 

 

Just as your affiliate sparks your learning, NCTE can nourish your pedagogical knowledge, provide access to 

colleagues across the country, and supply love for the profession. We invite you to continue your journey with 

NCTE! We also invite you to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions. Please feel free to contact Linda 

Walters-Moore, Administrative Liaison, Lwalters-moore@ncte.org 

 

Sincerely, 

                                        

 

Emily Kirkpatrick               

mailto:Lwalters-moore@ncte.org
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March 1, 2019 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

When I attended the NCTE conference in St. Louis in 2017, someone (I’m ashamed to say I don’t 

remember who) said in a session, “Find your posse.”  OCTELA is my teaching posse and has been since 

my first conference ten years ago.  I have always found the OCTELA conference to be the most inspiring 

professional development available to English teachers, and I am proud to have had the chance to plan 

this year’s conference for you! 

 

Whenever I am asked to share my teaching philosophy, I use the William Butler Yeats’ quote, “Education 

is the not the filling of the pail, but the lighting of a fire.”  Lately this philosophy has been overlooked as 

we face the pressures of standardized testing.  So, Lighting the Fire: Inspiring Creativity in Teaching and 

Learning seemed a fitting theme for this year’s conference.  As educators, we need to remember that our 

job is to light a student’s fire and passion for learning, and we won’t accomplish that if we simply drop 

facts into a pail.  This quotation also applies to us as educators.  If we come to school intent on merely 

filling pails, nothing will light a fire in us to be better teachers.  We must light our own fires as well if we 

aspire to do the same for our students.  I hope you find the sessions this year full of creative and new 

ideas.   

 

The cover of this year’s conference program is incredibly important to me.  In December, my husband, 

Andy Baker, used his Photoshop talents to design this year’s cover.  Unfortunately, he passed away 

unexpectedly in January so he was never able to see it printed.  I am so proud of the way he artistically 

captured the exact sense of wonder I wanted to convey with this year’s theme. 

 

I’d like to thank Dr. Linda Rice for introducing me to OCTELA ten years ago and Stephenie Eriksson for 

suggesting I step into the presidential line.  My fabulous staff at Westerville South High School and 

Westerville’s ELA/Social Studies curriculum director, Dr. Jill Williams, supported me as I moved 

forward in this journey.  I greatly appreciate the two other pieces of the Trifecta, Brandi Young and 

Ashley Aldrich, for deciphering blurry cell phone pictures of colored index cards and helping me type the 

conference schedule in a hospital waiting room.  I would be remiss if I didn’t thank Cat Stathulis, my 

teaching soulmate, for taking my half-formed idea and turning it into the theme you see today.  Finally, 

thank you OCTELA Board for the way you stepped up to take over the conference so I could focus on my 

family when tragedy struck.  You never know the strength and love of your community until a tragic 

event occurs, and I am thrilled to say that my OCTELA family proved themselves to be the very best.   

 

My fervent hope is for all of you to leave inspired, rejuvenated, and armed with new lessons and a         

re-invigorated passion for your craft.   

 

Sincerely, 

Jen Baker, Conference Chair 
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OCTELA 2019 CONFERENCE  

 

Lighting the Fire: Inspiring Creativity in Teaching and Learning 

Friday, March 1, 2019 

7:00-12:00 Registration  

7:30-9:00 Continental Breakfast and Visiting Exhibitors 

7:15-7:45 First-time Attendee Pre-Session  
German Village 
 

7:30-7:45 College Graduate Credit Meeting 
  Arena District 

 
8:05-8:50 Session A 

9:00-9:50 Welcome and Keynote Speaker: Dr. Alfred Tatum 
Alder/Cedar 
Autographing session on Upper Terrace immediately following the keynote session 
sponsored by PEARSON 

 

10:15-11:00  Session B 
 
11:15-12:00 Session C 
  Board of Trustees Meeting: Union 
 

12:10-1:50 Luncheon with Keynote Speaker: Marc Tyler Nobleman 
Alder/Cedar 
Autographing session on Upper Terrace immediately following  
Presentation of the Bonnie Chambers Grants 
Presentation of Dr. Cindy Bowman Presenter’s Award 
 

2:15-3:00 Session D  

3:15-4:00 Session E 

     
4:10-5:00 Keynote Speaker: Aurelia Davila de Silva 

Alder/Cedar  
Autographing session in Alder/Cedar immediately following 

 
5:00   Day One Wrap Up: Scavenger Hunt Drawing—Alder/Cedar  

LPDC certificates available online 
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Regional Meetings 

Wouldn’t it be great if you could experience the enthusiasm and collaboration of 

the OCTELA conference throughout the whole year? Do you want to find other 

OCTELA members in your corner of Ohio?  During this session, each region 

(central, northwest, northeast, southwest, and southeast) will host a meeting to 

discuss ways to stay connected all year long.  Our goal is to arm you with people 

in your area so we can support each other all year long. Come connect with other 

teachers from your area of Ohio.  

 
Central: Meeting Time:   Saturday  8:05-8:50 
  Location:   Polaris 2 
  Facilitator:   Pattie Niese   
 
Northwest: Meeting Time:   Saturday  10:15-11:00 
  Location:   Polaris 2 
  Facilitator:   Alexa Terry   
 
Northeast: Meeting Time:   Saturday  11:15-12:00 
  Location:   Polaris 2 
  Facilitator:   Karen Carney 
 
Southwest: Meeting Time:   Saturday  2:15-3:00 
  Location:   Polaris 2 
  Facilitator:   Heidi Weber 
 
Southeast: Meeting Time:   Saturday  3:15-4:00 
  Location:   Polaris 2 
  Facilitator:   Noah Waspe 
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A   Friday, March 1, 2019     8:05-8:50 

Keynote Breakout Session      Fairfield 

 

From Enemy to Empathy: A Little-Known, Big-Impact 

WWII Story 

In 1941, the Japanese attack on Hawaii brought America into WWII. In 

1942, the Japanese pilot Nobuo Fujita brought WWII into America. 

But most surprising is what happened 20 years after the war. Don't 

miss the moving story behind Thirty Minutes Over Oregon, an Orbis 

Pictus Honor Book. 

 
 
 

 
Session A-1 PREP: Primary Reading Engagement Program 
PREP is a primary reading engagement program that can be used in the general classroom or by reading specialists 
to motivate young students to read daily. PREP incentivizes reading through book choice, ownership, and 
contingent reward for students in kindergarten through third grades when motivation is of paramount importance. 
This incentive program will support teachers in primary intervention environments who work with young readers 
who experience difficulty with word recognition as well as reading comprehension.  

          K-8 Buckeye 2 
Jean Votypka, Lakewood City Schools   @jeannievotypka   

 
Session A-2 "His Story Could've Been Mine": Exploring Social Justice through Nonfiction 
Today, more than ever, it is important to help students learn to think critically about the world they live in. Using 
The Other Wes Moore, participants will learn how to utilize active and dramatic strategies to deepen students' 
understanding of social justice issues.   

          5-12 German Village 
Jessica Sharp, Buckeye Valley High School  @MizSharpBVEng 
Sandra Guinto, Gahanna-Jefferson City Schools 

 
Session A-3 Hexagonal Thinking: Teaching Complex Texts with Design Thinking 
Most classroom teachers can easily relate to the (revised) adage: "You can lead a horse to water, but you can't 
(THINK) for him." Using techniques from the design world, this session will model "hexagonal thinking" in the ELA 
classroom. The method teaches students to think creatively and critically to connect points within and between 
texts. 

Ryan Suskey, OCLRE     @oclre   5-12 Arena District 
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A   Friday, March 1, 2019     8:05-8:50 

Session A-4 Innovative and Creative Approaches in the Classroom:  Just Try a Bite! 
Using innovative approaches and encouraging creativity in students, I have been on a mission to transform my 
classroom over the past few years.  The results have been astounding.  Student engagement has increased, 
student achievement and learning are improved and, as a bonus, my efficacy is soaring.  This session combines 
techniques to empower students, nurture creativity, embolden students to take risks, assess authentically, and 
leverage technology not as entertainment but to showcase and share learning.  This is not all philosophy—I will 
present actual artifacts, lesson ideas, and starting points both large and small for teachers.  As I always say, just try 
a bite! 

Dr. Steve Kucinsky, Dublin Coffman HS-The Ohio State University  5-12 Short North 

@SpecialKdchs      

 
Session A-5 Creating Meaning:  Pairing Art with Wonder 
Creativity should not be put on the shelf simply to be pulled out as time allows.  Instead, it can be used as a 
strategy for deeper learning.  This session demonstrates how using the arts promotes critical reading and higher 
order thinking when used as a strategy in reading literature.  

Carolyn Suttles, Bristol Local School District     5-12 Oak 3 
Timothy Nowery, Bristol Local School District       
 
 

 
Session A-6 Wakelet in the Classroom: Research and Writing 
This session is a hands-on demonstration implementing Wakelet, a new web application, to break down a research 
project into component parts while integrating online resources, videos, pictures, and links into "collections" 
created by the teacher and students themselves. 

Sam Shaffner, Millenium Community Schools  @samanthashaffn2 5-12 Polaris 2 

 
Session A-7 Beyond The Hate U Give: A Thematic Unit for Finding Your Voice 
The Hate U Give will open up one’s perspective about different issues. Participants will get ideas and resources for 
teaching The Hate U Give from teachers at Glenville High School who taught a complete unit around the book 
including links to other works of literature and pop culture. 

Shannon Davis, Glenville High School      9-12 Buckeye 1  
Gavita Haynes, Glenville High School   

 
Session A-8 Teaching a Novel in the 21st Century English Classroom: Do I Really Have to Teach 

Every Page? 
This session is an interactive seminar on how to create a novel unit without using its every page. To get the most 
“bang-for-your-buck” in this EOC era, we’ll unpack our approach to purposeful teaching with creativity. Together, 
we will produce a unit to maximize your students’ growth while meeting as many standards as possible.  

Lauren Berens, Butler Tech.     @berens_lauren 9-12 Franklin 
Katie Frankey, Butler Tech.     @katiefrankey   
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A   Friday, March 1, 2019     8:05-8:50 

Session A-9 Teach the Torches to Burn Bright:  Using Learning Contracts with Shakespeare 
With only forty minutes a day to teach all sorts of students of various learning abilities, it seems impossible to 
spark that fire of creativity.  But Shakespeare is meant to be engaging.  Learn how learning contracts can inspire 
students of varying abilities to engage in Shakespeare and take control of their own learning. 

Sarah Bretz, Oregon City Schools      9-12 Oak 1&2 

 
Session A-10 Funny "ironic" or Funny "ha, ha"? Using Humor to Teach Rhetorical Context 
Editorial cartoons are funny but also sarcastic. Social media memes, mockumentary shows like The Office, and 
parody texts likewise do more than make us laugh—they make us think. Engaging with humorous readings and 
visuals as the anchor, students wrote critical, analytic, research-based, and creative texts to learn rhetorical 
context.  

Lisa Beckelhimer, University of Cincinnati  @ProfBeckelhimer 9-12 Polaris 1 
          College 

 
Session A-11 Cultural and Critical Teaching: Why Black Studies Matter 
The lack of knowledge that isolates American youth from one another stems from ignorance and mis-education 
that is perpetuated through the exclusion of the Black voice as a prevalent source of Global and American 
historical, cultural, and social progress and understanding.  This presentation examines and discusses how 
practices rooted in the Black experience and culturally relevant pedagogies challenges understandings of 
achievement, identify, and critical consciousness for racially diverse students in a co-constructed high school 
classroom. This presentation seeks to develop a model for infusing Black cultural studies into public school 
curricula while investigating the significance of critical literacy.  

Dr. Donja Thomas, Gahanna Lincoln High School     All Union 
            

Follow OCTELA on Social Media 

 
@OCTELA  

Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts   
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Keynote Friday, March 1, 2019    9:00-9:50 

Alfred W. Tatum, Ph.D.     Alder/Cedar 

 
Dr. Alfred W. Tatum is a Professor and Dean of the College 

of Education at University of Illinois at Chicago. He is the 

one of the nation’s prominent educational researchers of 

African American boys. He has written close to 70 

publications on the topic, including three books. Dr. Tatum 

is the author of the award-winning book, Teaching Reading 

to Black Adolescent Males: Closing the Achievement Gap. 

He also wrote the books, Reading for Their Life: (Re) 

building the Textual Lineages of African American 

Males and Fearless Voices: Engaging a New Generation of 

African American Adolescent Male Writers.  

 

Nurturing Meaningful Literacy Exchanges with 

Texts among Struggling and Non-Struggling 

Readers and Writers 

Too many of our nation's children are underserved in classrooms. However, our responses to this dilemma have 
missed the mark, further contributing to blockages to advanced levels of reading and writing and personal 
development. In this session, I will discuss reading, writing and text practices that move elementary and 
adolescent students to read and write across multiple disciplinary texts using literacy framings. Sample artifacts 
and lessons involving struggling and non-struggling readers and writers will be shared and discussed. 

 
 

Autographing session on the Upper Terrace immediately following Keynote Session. 
 

Keynote session sponsored by 
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B   Friday, March 1, 2019     10:15-11:00 

Session B-1 Creatively Incorporating Reading in Science through Before, During, and After Reading 
Strategies 

Using a water cycle science lesson plan, participants will explore how before, during, and after reading strategies 
can be woven into science lessons to promote reading and science content growth.  Participants will practice 
incorporating reading strategies into a science lab activity, and lesson examples and strategy handouts will be 
provided. 

Julianne Hegna, Bowling Green State University     K-8 Polaris 1 

 
Session B-2 Building a Reading Centered Classroom 
This presentation came out of my MAT research through the Ohio Writing Project.  It covers how I made a 100% 
transition to independent reading in my 8th grade classroom.  It covers my rationale, strategies, and action 
research findings. Specifically, it covers how I tie literature, writing, and grammar standards into independent 
reading. 

Meredith Parris, Troy Junior High School      5-12 Franklin 

          
 
Session B-3 Writing Ourselves: Ideas for Bridging the Gap between High School and College 

Writing 
This session will help high school and middle school English teachers bridge the gap that exists between writing 
instruction at the high school level and writing instruction at the college level. Based on a five-year grant-funded 
project located at Kent State University, participants will come away with many resources. 

William Kist, Kent State University   @williamkist  9-12 Polaris 2 
Marissa Ausperk, Chagrin Falls Middle School  @mrsausperk  College 
Maggie Fahey, Kent Roosevelt High School 
Brittany LaCroix and Jessica Starcher, Barberton City Schools 
Erin Spear, Manchester High School 

 
Session B-4 Stepping Up and Speaking Out!: English Language Arts Teachers Advocating for Sexual 

and Gender Diversity in Schools  
Drawing on interviews with teachers, administrators, and LGBTQ families and students, ELA teacher-researchers 
share what they’ve learned about advancing social justice for queer people in schools. The panelists discuss what 
they’ve learned and why it matters and provide “takeaways” for how other educators might do similar work in 
schools. 

Dr. Jill Williams, Westerville City Schools      All Buckeye 2 
Dr. Caroline Clarke and Jenell Igeleke Penn, The Ohio State University  
Courtney Johnson, Columbus City Schools 
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B   Friday, March 1, 2019     10:15-11:00 

Session B-5 Do You DBQ? Using Document Based Questions in the ELA Classroom 
Document Based Questions have been part of history classrooms for years, particularly in AP courses. However, 
DBQs are also a great tool for use in the ELA classroom.  Using a mixture of fiction and nonfiction documents, DBQs 
sharpen students’ critical thinking, close reading, and evidence-based argument writing skills. 

Imali Kent, The DBQ Project       All Union 
 

BC  Workshops Friday, March 1, 2019  10:15-12:00 

Workshop BC-1  Get Your VABB On!  Creating the Culturally Responsive Classroom 
Embrace the unique dynamics of your students’ cultures and languages by learning about VABBing (Validating, 
Affirming, Bridging, and Building) and dive into multicultural literature to spark creative ways to connect with your 
students and bolster your cultural responsiveness! 

Latresa Rieves, Westerville City Schools      K-8 German Village 
Kate Mantenieks, Westerville City Schools 
Kari Tucker, Westerville City Schools 
Bridget Hilinski, Westerville City Schools       

 
Workshop BC-2  Student Centered ELA Classrooms with Digital Tools 
Turn your ELA classroom into a student centered environment with digital tools! Learn how you can "flip" your ELA 
classroom by using technology to maximize your time and effort. “Flipping” lets you have more time to facilitate, 
conference, and work individually with students.  

Heidi Weber, Loveland City Schools   @mrsweberREAD 3-8 Short North 
Debbie Steward, Loveland City Schools   @LMSSteward    
 

 
Workshop BC-3  Student-led Learning: A Graphic Novel Unit 
Foster student creativity and engagement! This session will explain how to provide the right amount of structure 
while allowing students to design and implement a unit. We will share our experience with a student-planned 
graphic novel unit that culminated in students selling their own work at a Graphic Novel Showcase. 

Patricia Harpring, Laurel School    @patriciaharpring 9-12 Arena District 

 
Workshop BC-4  Demonstration Notebooks: Scaffolding Students with Engagement 
During this workshop teachers are invited into the world of demonstration notebooks, an at-the-ready teacher 
toolbox to address student needs. Participants will learn about demonstration notebooks, collaborate with others 
on the predictable needs of students, and have the time to begin their own notebooks.  

Danielle Gregor, Southwestern City Schools     All Oak 1&2 
Jennifer Zarlino, Southwestern City Schools 

 
Workshop BC-5  How to Make Poetry Education Fun 
Learn to help students open up, take risks, and explore meaning through reading and writing poetry. Learn how to 
teach poetry to blooming adolescent males (and others) who despise the very notion. Learn to enculturate 
students into the English poetic tradition. WARNING: Workshop led by eccentric poet. 

Quentin Russell, Miami University      All Oak 3 
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C   Friday, March 1, 2019     11:15-12:00 

Keynote Breakout Session      Fairfield 

 
Middle and High School Adolescent Latinas 

Reading Historical Fiction in an After School 

Summer Project 

Middle and High School Adolescent Latinas at The Good Samaritan 
Center read and experienced writing exercises and projects during 
a two-year project in an after school and summer project.  The 
students read local Latina/o authors’ works such as Carmen 
Tafollas’ It Is Not Fair. The book is about Emma Tenayuca, a local 
activist from San Antonio. 
 
Another book we studied was Under the Mesquite Tree by 
Guadalupe Garcia McCall, an autobiography that provided snippets of McCall’s adolescent years.  Each snippet is 
written in verse form.  Each morning as we read the book, we made connections that inspired our own writing and 
the sharing of our family stories or cuentos.  After lunch, we researched topics of interest generated from the book 
and wrote our stories which culminated in an anthology. 
 
Because Duncan Tonatiuh, a Mexican-American author and illustrator, was in the area, we also studied Separate Is 
Not Equal and took a field trip to the University of Texas at San Antonio to hear him speak. This project and others 
will be discussed including some of the students’ writings. 

 

C   Friday, March 1, 2019     11:15-12:00 

 

Session C-1 Being Creative in a Highly Structured Classroom  
With our experience in teaching at a Title 1 urban school, we have had to learn how to be creative in how we 
approach instruction and classroom management within the confines of also having a highly structured classroom 
that meets our students' needs.  We will introduce methods on how to conduct transitions, how to break down 
instruction to meet students' needs, and how to use classroom management strategies for the urban English 
language arts classroom without sacrificing student engagement or interest.  

Kali Amos, Mt. Healthy Jr. High School      5-12 Buckeye 2 
Lydia Drennen, Mt. Healthy Jr. High School    
 
 

 
Session C-2 Voice, Choice and Creativity—Using Blended Learning to Facilitate Student   
  Engagement 
Technology is not the death of creativity in our classrooms! In this session, we will explore how to use technology 
to enhance student learning and creativity in your classroom. Topics will include literature circles, book clubs, 
learning stations, choice boards, and interactive assessments. Participants will have time to collaborate and share 
best practices with each other. 

Nicole M. Brickman, Columbus City Schools     5-12 Franklin 
Pattie Niese, Columbus City Schools- Dominion MS 
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C   Friday, March 1, 2019     11:15-12:00 

Session C-3 Teaching Film as Narrative 
This session looks to divert from using film as a compare/contrast or comprehension tool, to one that utilizes films 
as a way to teach elements of narrative.  This includes several types of film (short, feature, documentary), to teach 
elements such as basic archetypes, character development, plot arcs, and thematic elements.  

Emily Swank-Kavanaugh, Westerville South High School    All Polaris 2 

 
Session C-4 Art as Argument  
In this session, we will explore how serving as teaching fellows at the Cleveland Museum of Art has inspired us to 
bring Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) into our classrooms. Presenters will explain VTS and share how we use those 
elements to sharpen and shape students' critical thinking and argumentative skills. Participants will be able to 
respond to art as learners as we model museum gallery questioning techniques and share our instructional 
materials with you so that you can use VTS to engage your students.  

Beth Walsh-Moorman, Lake Erie College   @bethwm7380  All Buckeye 1 
Katie Ours, Notre Dame Cathedral Latin School 
Victoria Frabotta, Notre Dame Cathedral Latin School 

 
Session C-5 Journey through Creativity: Imagination, Poetry, Story 
Ignite your knowledge and experience of creative literature! Kindle your imagination to teach children of all ages 
and apply your creativity to a dynamic classroom. The journey of creating your own and your students' literary 
masterpieces can enliven your classroom, educate your students of any age, and model mastery for true 
appreciation of creative literature. Inspire and activate the learning and teaching process of imagination and 
creativity in the classroom for yourself, your colleagues, and parents. 

Linda J. Wagner, Loudonville-Perrysville School District @MysticalMagic7 All Polaris 1 

 

Attendee bags provided by  

  



OCTELA 2019 Annual Conference   15 
 

Keynote & Lunch     12:10-1:50 

Marc Tyler Nobleman     Alder/Cedar 

 
Marc Tyler Nobleman is the author of Bill the Boy Wonder: 
The Secret Co-Creator of Batman (which changed history, 
inspiring the unprecedented, critically acclaimed Hulu 
documentary Batman & Bill, Boys of Steel: The Creators of 
Superman, Thirty Minutes Over Oregon: A Japanese Pilot’s 
World War II Story, Fairy Spell: How Two Girls Convinced the 
World That Fairies Are Real, The Chupacabra Ate the 
Candelabra, and Brave Like My Brother. Two of those books 
take place largely in Cleveland! Marc has been invited to 
speak at conferences and schools from Thailand to 
Tanzania. He blogs about adventures in publishing 
at Noblemania.   

 
The Picture Book That Changed History 
 
An edge-of-your-seat detective story revealing secrets 
uncovered and mysteries solved while Marc researched his 
nonfiction picture books on the creators of Superman   Photo Credit: Karen London 
and Batman—absorbing even for those who couldn't care  
less about superheroes. The Batman book kicked off a 9-year campaign to try to correct a 76-year-old 
cultural injustice and inspired the unprecedented Hulu documentary Batman & Bill. This presentation 
vividly shows how children's literature can bring about significant real-world change BEYOND a love of 
reading. It has elicited raves (and sometimes tears) among students and teachers from Tanzania to 
Thailand. Do NOT read about it in advance...you will want to hear each startling twist live! 
 

Autographing session on the Upper Terrace immediately following Keynote Session. 
    

 

 

Screening of Batman & Bill with Marc Tyler Nobleman 
 

Fairfield 3:15-4:45 
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D   Friday, March 1, 2019     2:15-3:00 

 
Session D-1 Sweet Spelling: Captivating Student Interest through Multi-Sensory Spelling Activities 
Multi-sensory activities can engage students by tapping into multiple modalities, including tactile, aural, and visual 
learning.  Sweet Spelling provides purposefully meaningful opportunities for teachers of primary students by 
supporting student choice and establishing a deeper understanding of spelling patterns in the English language 
through various modalities.   

Lauren Swaim, Greeneview Local School District     K-4 Polaris 1 

 
 
Session D-2 Disabilities in Literature: Using Diverse Literature in the Classroom 
This presentation will explore research on the past ten winners of the Schneider Family Book Award. Educators will 
learn about the positive and negative representation of individuals with disabilities in these books and the 
importance of incorporating realistic and relatable disability literature in the classroom.  

Jonathan Thomas, Wright State University  @incrediblejit  9-12 Buckeye 2 
Dr. Christa Preston Agiro, Wright State University      

 
Session D-3 The Hidden Potential of Folklore: Utilizing Society's Stories in the Classroom 
This presentation will explore the potential of folklore within the classroom. Folklore is an underused but compact, 
culturally rich text that can cover a wide variety of standards, purposes, and lessons while reflecting societies 
globally. Educators will learn how and why to utilize the subgenres of international folklore. 

Rae Hampton, Wright State University      9-12 Union 

 

Session D-4 Fishbowl Publications: Creativity in Writing Center Work  
How can tutors at university writing centers cultivate creative writing when sessions typically  
focus on academic genres, MLA/APA formatting, and grammatical correctness? Sponsor campus writing 
contests and produce a yearly student publication of poetry, fiction, and non-fiction writing. Come share 
ways to begin and sustain writing center creativity through the art of publication.  
Debra Nickles, Ohio University Chillicothe     9-12 Franklin 
          College 
 
 

 
Session D-5 How Can Grammar Instruction Elevate Students’ Writing? 
Writing effectively is difficult. Yet, it contributes substantially to academic success.  Several instructional strategies 
are effective in improving students’ writing performance. Let’s examine how explicit grammar instruction, one of 
those strategies, has demonstrated impact on mechanics, sentence structure, and usage and, when integrated 
with the writing process, enhances students’ writing. 

Ellen Edmonds, Sadlier        All Polaris 2 
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D   Friday, March 1, 2019     2:15-3:00 

Session D-6 Teacher-Writers Unite! 
Want to be a published author? Share your ideas with colleagues? Join a conversation that helps shape ELA in 
Ohio? The editor and assistant editor of the Ohio Journal of English Language Arts (OJELA), OCTELA's award-
winning publication, will share tips and ideas on how to write a manuscript for our future issues. The session will 
include a close look at our upcoming calls for proposals and brainstorming ideas so that you leave with a topic to 
write about.  

Beth Walsh-Moorman, Lake Erie College   @bethwm7380  All Buckeye 1 
Katie Ours, Notre Dame Cathedral Latin School 

 
The Dr. Cindy Bowman Presenter’s Award 

 

Dr. Cindy Bowman embraced life in all of its wonder and challenges. She was a dedicated 
educator who began her career as a high school English teacher. In 1991, she became the first 
recipient of the James N. Britton award for excellence in the classroom. After earning her Ph.D. 
from Kent State University, she helped mold future educators at Ball State University and 
Florida State University before joining Ashland University as an Associate Professor of 
Curriculum and Instruction. Dr. Cindy was a Past President of OCTELA as well as an active 
member of NCTE.  
 
OCTELA is pleased to honor her legacy by awarding the Dr. Cindy Bowman Presenter’s Award. 
The annual award is presented to a breakout session submission that exemplifies the 
enthusiasm and dedication to education that was part of Dr. Cindy Bowman’s life. 
 

 

Dr. Cindy Bowman Presenter’s Award     

Workshop DE-1   2:15-4:00   5-12   Short North 
 
Sarah Detrick, Westerville South High School   @missdetrick  
Noelle Spriestersbach, Westerville South High School 
 

Connections, Relationships, and Social-Emotional Learning in the Classroom 
 
A teacher and social worker deliver classroom approaches to build everyday life skills and 
critical relationships. This session will provide the "why" (studies about the brain and emotional 
health) as well as the "how" (hands-on activities).  
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DE  Workshops Friday, March 1, 2019  2:15-4:00 

Workshop DE-2  Using Read Alouds to Promote Comprehension Conversation in the Classroom 
This session will extend the educator’s thinking about Read Alouds to include a deeper analysis of text through 
teacher’s language while building on the art of collaborative discussion.   

Alison Gettler, Hamilton City School District  @MrsGettler  K-8 Arena District 
Brandee Staud, Hamilton City School District  @BrandeeStaud 

 
Workshop DE-3  Creativity in Teaching Controversial Topics: Race Relations Rap Remix 
The influence of Rap and Hip Hop on social and political discourse in the United States has widely been neglected 
in our education system. Engaging students creatively through rap, writing, and role play provides an opportunity 
to build a classroom culture that values all voices and promotes diverse literacies. 

Cat Stathulis, Westerville North High School  @CatStathulis  9-12 Oak 1&2 
John Sands, Westerville North High School  @MrSandyman_23 

 
Workshop DE-4  WordShop Workshop: Engaging Student Writing through Great Works of Art 
In this workshop session learn techniques and activities for using works of art to get K-12th grade students excited 
about writing.  This session will include demonstrations of activities for classroom use as well as information about 
an innovative school/museum field trip program.  

Kate Blake, Toledo Museum of Art   @ kblake_419  All German Village 

 
Workshop DE-5  How Will You Be an UPstander?: Responding to Holocaust Survivors’ Stories 
After participants read and watch Holocaust survivors’ stories of UPstanders—those who stood up for others who 
could not defend themselves—they will be challenged to write in response and then begin to develop UPstander 
projects in which they and their students can engage in response to current issues and events. 

Tim Murnen, Bowling Green State University     All  Oak 3 
 

E   Friday, March 1, 2019     3:15-4:00 

Session E-1 Writing Workshop in K-2 
What does it mean to engage in writing workshop in the primary grades? How do we support our emerging writers 
in the work of writing? In this session, participants will explore ways to incorporate strategies to use with our 
youngest writers to build writing stamina and skills.  

Angela Faulhaber, Hamilton County ESC   @AngelaFaulhaber K-4 Franklin 
Jill Jones, Loveland Early Childhood Center  @JillJonesTeach 
 
 

Session E-2 Planning for Happiness in the Secondary Classroom                                                                 
What if you could make your students 31% more productive?  Using evidence-based research from Harvard 

psychologists Shawn Achor and Dan Gilbert, Stanford psychologist Kelly McGonigal, and more, Ryan Gilbert breaks 

down the practice of making our students happier to improve discipline, classroom performance—and lives. 

Ryan Gilbert, Ohio Hi-Point Career Center  @mrgohp  5-12 Polaris 2 
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E   Friday, March 1, 2019     3:15-4:00 

 
Session E-3 LGBTQ Portrayals in Literature: Learning from “The Best” 
This session will present themes in award winning LGBTQ young adult literature. LGBTQ youth are several times 
more likely than their peers to quit high school, abuse substances, be homeless, or attempt suicide. If teens turn to 
literature to help them navigate LGBTQ issues, what portrayals will they find?   

Sarah Hipple, Global Impact STEM Academy     9-12 Buckeye 2 
Tabitha Brady, Wright State University      College  
Jennifer Day 
Amanda Hulsman, Wright State University  @misshulsman 
Christa Agiro, Wright State University  

 
Session E-4 Beyond Reader's Theatre: Using Drama in the Classroom 
Going beyond the classic Reader’s Theatre model, this presentation will dive into the use of dramatic arts, 
specifically “Scene Studies," as a type of assessment (highlighting character analysis, symbolism, and development 
of personal interpretation). Students can create unique and relevant dramatizations of text while demonstrating 
several Common Core Standards. 

Brianna Rae Quinn, Bowling Green State University    9-12 Union 
          College 

 
Session E-5 Stoking the Fire:  Maintaining Motivation in an ELA-Inspired Career 
While the world of teaching can offer many delights, teachers sometimes wonder what other opportunities are 
available to them.  This panel presentation provides a glimpse into various paths classroom teachers have taken to 
enrich their careers and to stay motivated and inspired for the long haul.  An overview of each presenter’s journey 
(including reasons, steps, benefits, and drawbacks) will be shared.  Questions and concerns from attendees will 
also be addressed. 

Karla Hayslett, Eastern High School      All Polaris 1 

Colleen Ruggieri, Ohio University 
Joshua Younge, Pickaway–Ross Career and Technology Center 
James Cutlip, Madison-Champaign ESC 
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Keynote         4:10-5:00 

Aurelia Davila de Silva     Alder/Cedar 

Aurelia Davila de Silva attended the University of Texas at 

Austin receiving a BA in Spanish and English, a Master’s in 

Special Education, and a Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction. 

Elected as the Middle School Representative at Large, she 

serves on the NCTE Executive Committee and has taught at the 

elementary, middle, high school, and university levels.  

 Aurelia has also worked with organizations such as the 

Intercultural Development Research Association providing 

service to teachers and students involved with English as a 

Second Language. She helped organize Families United to work 

and testify on state legislative issues such as testing and is one 

of the co-founders of the San Antonio Writing Project. 

Presently, Aurelia is a member of the Center for Expansion of Language and Thinking, an organization 

that studies literacy practices and policy around the world. She enjoys writing short stories about her 

own experiences as a way of understanding herself and learning what she brings to the classroom to 

support learning. She explores writing as a creative process that supports the culture of both teachers 

and students, including their language, values and families. 

Making Sense of the World through Storytelling:  Community Studies 

Overall, the process of becoming a community requires restructuring in an arena where individuals are 
respected.  One way to learn is to examine our own values, knowledge and biases through the writing of 
our own stories.  When we are invited to write them, we learn the joy of sharing.  It is then that we learn 
what gives us our creative spark and how we struggle to find our voice.  Writing helps us organize ideas 
evoking memories, experiences, and emotions. All students deserve the joy of writing their own stories 
to assist them in exploring the worlds around them. 
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Daily Wrap-up  Friday, March 1, 2019   

Day One Wrap-up: Scavenger Hunt Drawing—Adler/Cedar  

 
LPDC certificates are available online after completing a brief survey.  
 

To receive your LPDC certificate, please follow the link 

or QR code below. 

https://goo.gl/forms/uOUD42vJQ1pQOw3p2 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Raffle & Silent Auction 
Proceeds to support the  

OCTELA Teacher Diversity Recruitment Program 

Average Prize Basket Value $75.00  

 

     Silent Auction Bids & Raffle Tickets on Sale  

     Friday, Mar. 1st - Saturday, Mar. 2nd  

Raffle Table in the Ballroom 

 

Tickets $5.00 each OR 5 Tickets for $20.00.  Get your tickets and place your bids TODAY!!! 
Raffle winners announced 

Saturday during the closing session 
You must be present to win! 
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OCTELA 2019 CONFERENCE  

Lighting the Fire: Inspiring Creativity in Teaching and Learning 

Saturday, March 2, 2019 

7:00-10:00 Registration  
 
7:30- 9:00 Continental Breakfast and Visiting Exhibitors 
 
8:00-8:45 Session F 

 
9:00-10:00 Welcome and Keynote Speaker: Love, Teach 

Alder/Cedar 
Autographing session on Upper Terrace immediately following the keynote 
session 

  Teacher Diversity Recruitment Program Winners 
 
10:15-11:00  Session G 
 
11:15-12:00 Session H 

12:10-2:00 Luncheon with Keynote Speaker: Dave Stuart, Jr.  
Alder/Cedar 
Autographing session on Upper Terrace immediately following keynote session 
Scavenger Hunt Drawing 
Presentation of Outstanding English Language Arts Awards 
 

2:15-3:00 Session I  

3:15-4:00 Session J   

4:15-5:00 Closing Session  
Alder/Cedar 
Annual Business Meeting 
OCTELA 2020 Preview 
Raffle  
LPDC certificates available online 
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F   Saturday, March 2, 2019    8:00-8:45 

 
Session F-1 Building Creating Environments in Early Childhood Classrooms 
Skip the cute cutouts! Build a classroom that is meaningful, inspiring, but not over-stimulating. This session will 
discuss ways to create a natural, warm environment that is conducive to early learning. Participants will leave with 
quick and simple ideas to build a second home for students.  

Sara Marker, ESC of Central Ohio/Northridge Primary Preschool   Pre-K Arena District 

 
Session F-2 Videogaming in the English Classroom as a Literature Circle Choice: How to Include 

Interactive Fiction Narrative Games to Support Literacy 
Preservice teachers present their experiences in literature circles where the “text” was an IF-videogame. IF-games 
center on how plots change based on choices the user makes. Examples and conversations from groups are 
shared; two presenters share gaming units used during student teaching, weighing the benefits and challenges in 
using IF-games.  

Katherine Batchelor, Miami University   @KatherineBatche 5-12 German Village 
Madi Allen, Miami University 
Nate Bissinger, Miami University 
Megan Dorsey, Miami University 
Janie Jones, Miami University 
Jake Sierra, Miami University 

 
Session F-3 Screencasting to Create Reflective, Metacognitive Learning Experiences 
Many teachers are creating screencasts for blended learning. Screencasts also serve other purposes in the 
classroom—especially when students create them! In this session we will explore how students can create 
screencasts using various tools to creatively show understanding and to reflect and show growth. 

Matt Gillispie, Milford Exempted Village Schools  @MrMattGillispie 5-12 Buckeye 1 
            

 
Session F-4 Culturally Responsive Teaching  
Culturally Responsive Teaching is a session for teachers who want to enrich their instructional practices to align 
with the growing diversity of the student population. The session will explore the purpose of culturally responsive 
pedagogy, offer classroom examples, provide resources, and help teachers respond to parent inquiries about these 
instructional practices and resources. 

Lorna Askew, Cleveland Heights Middle School  @asklornanow  5-12 Buckeye 2 

            
Session F-5 Beyond the 5-Paragraph Essay 
Often, teachers view the 5-paragraph essay as a building block for teaching structure. How do we push students 
beyond that one way of writing? How do we teach writers to make choices about structure, form, genre? In this 
session, we will examine ways to support students to do more than fill in templates. 

Angela Faulhaber, Hamilton County ESC   @AngelaFaulhaber 5-12 Franklin 
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F   Saturday, March 2, 2019    8:00-8:45 

 
Session F-6 Escape OCTELA! 
Lev Vygotsky’s Cooperative Learning Theory, incorporating escape rooms into the classroom, immerses students in 
engaging learning experiences. Educators will learn to efficiently and cost-effectively develop escape rooms to use 
in a classroom setting. This is beneficial to student learning due to active learning experiences shared with peers. 

Sara Ohm, Defiance City Schools      5-12 Oak 1&2 

 
Session F-7 Books That Are LIT 
Want to read all the books but don't have the time?  We've got you covered!  Hear about the top Young Adult 
titles that will light you up.  Books of all genres will be covered.  As an added bonus, learn how to up-your-book-
talk game and students LIT about reading! 

Brandi Young, Westland High School      6-12 Polaris 1 
Ashley Aldrich, Jackson High School 

 
Session F-8 Find Your Match! Your Mentor Match! 
Come find your match at the Mentor Match! Discover how the Mentor Match framework can be utilized in a high 
school or collegiate setting. Explore how the mentorship can impact student self-efficacy and student connections. 
Participants will actively engage in the Mentor Match interview to find their own match at OCTELA. 

Erin Dziak, Bowling Green State University  @erin_dz  9-12 Oak 3 
Joanna Weaver, Bowling Green State University     College 

 
Session F-9 Part That Is Also a Whole: Using the Poetic Fragment in the Creative Writing   
  Classroom 
The purpose of this session is to explore how the poetic fragment can be used to generate ideas and verse from 
young writers.  Through a series of guided exercises, we’ll read, produce, and complete poetic fragments to realize 
how a part can lead to—and also be—a poetic whole. 

Dr. Geoff Bender, Department of English, SUNY Cortland    All Union 
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Keynote Saturday, March 2, 2019   9:00-9:50 

Love, Teach       Alder/Cedar 

 
Love, Teach teaches middle school English in 
Houston and blogs about 
the teaching life at www.loveteachblog.com. 
Her writing and/or nervous interviews 
have been featured in The Washington Post, 
NPR’s Morning Edition, and National 
Geographic online. She is also a regular 
contributor to WeAreTeachers as a blogger, and 
she is currently working on a book with Avery 
Press for anticipated publication in 2019. She 
has cried only once under her desk this year—a 
fact she feels is braggable.  
 

Imitating Greatness: How Students and Teachers Can Get Better By...Copying? 
 
In a world that places so much value on originality, we learn so much from the practice of 
imitating. Combining information from her MFA in Writing program, her blog, and her ELA 
teaching experience, this talk centers around an important question: how do we get our 
students to imitate greatness as writers, thinkers, and the kind of people we want to send out 
into the world?  
 
 

Autographing session on the Upper Terrace immediately following Keynote Session.  
  

http://www.loveteachblog.com/


26  OCTELA 2019 Annual Conference 
 

G   Saturday, March 2, 2019    10:15-11:00 

Session G-1 How Are Immigration, Emigration, and Migration Portrayed in Selected Picture Books: 
A Content Analysis 

This session will present findings from content analysis that investigated how immigration, emigration, and 
migration are portrayed in selected picture books.  It will also share curricular resources along with research and 
standards-based instructional strategies that teachers can use with these picture books to teach students about 
the complex reality of immigrants, emigrants, and migrants.   

William Bintz, Kent State University      K-8 Union 
Rhonda Hylton, Kent State University 
Jessica Hrubik, Kent State University 
Shabnam Moini Chaghervand, Kent State University 
Mohsine Bensaid, Kent State University 
Jennifer Clark, Kent State University 

 
Session G-2 Adding SPARK to Your Teaching and Learning: Heating Up Your Digital Literacy 

Instruction 
This session will focus on SPARK, five levels of teachers’ technology understanding:  Level 1: Starter; Level 2: 
Participant; Level 3: Activist; Level 4: Re-Inventor; and Level 5: Knowledge Sharer. Participants will explore 
curriculum and technology tools, and identify ways to transform their assignments using the newly learned skills.  

Irene Lang Kleiman, Miami University      5-12 Buckeye 1 
Michelle Cosmah, Miami University      College   
 
 

 
Session G-3 This Book Is on Fire: Using Young Adult Literature to Help Students Take Control of 

Their Learning  
As board members of The Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of NCTE (ALAN), we will use this session to 
promote the use of Young Adult literature in English language arts classrooms. We will talk about the benefits of 
using current, culturally relevant titles and how allowing students to choose these books allows them to take 
control of their learning. We will discuss how to partner with school librarians to better use Young Adult literature 
in the classroom. Participants will leave with a list of brand new titles to use in their classrooms and ideas for using 
them. We will also talk about ways to get these books from sources like the BookLove Foundation Grant which 
Courtney won in 2014.  

Courtney Johnson, Fort Hayes High School  @CourtneyFayeJ 5-12 Polaris 1 
Sarah Ressler-Wright, Delaware Hayes High School @VocabGal   
 
 

 
Session G-4 Creating a Pedagogical Mirror: Contextualizing the World through Literature 
Reveal literary concepts through familiar language, images, and attitudes to allow students to see a richer world of 
meaning in traditional texts and beyond. We demonstrate how to use rap music, personal stories, and home 
language as a mirror that prepares students to experience meaning making and establish relevant connections. 

David Hecht, Capital University    @DavidHecht_  9-12 Buckeye 2 
John Chirico, Capital University     
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G   Saturday, March 2, 2019    10:15-11:00 

Session G-5 We Need Them All! Leveraging the Strengths of Our Quiet, Chatty, Reserved, and 
Social Students (and Everyone in Between!) 

Have you considered how diverse learners are affected by dispositions like introversion, extroversion, or cultural 
norms? By staying creative in the ELA classroom, teachers can elevate the voices and participation styles of every 
student as they interact with text and each other. Come learn techniques to engage all learners! 

Susan Vincent, Miami University   @ssvincent  All Fairfield 
Johnny Downey, Forest Hills School District  @johnnydowney 
 

GH  Workshops Saturday, March 2, 2019 10:15-12:00 

Workshop GH-1 Teaching Mockingbird to Engage, Excite, and Empower  
Through close readings of text from To Kill a Mockingbird and Facing History’s Teaching Mockingbird Guide, 
participants will connect the marginalized voices within Lee’s text to students’ needs to have their voices heard 
today.  This session will model interactive literacy strategies using primary sources, examining point of view, and 
creating readers’ theater to engage students in critical literacies that engage, excite, and empower. 

Rebekah Ward, Facing History New Tech     7-12 Short North 
Lisa Lefstein-Berusch, Facing History New Tech  @facingcleveland 

 
Workshop GH-2 Art and Poetry: A Conversation 
The connection of art and poetry energizes my Creative Writing course. Students use works of art to inspire their 
poems, noticing small details that matter, and raising their own questions about interpretation. The conversation 
between two creative arts—visual and literary—becomes a great instructional opportunity for artful language.  

Tim Reisert, St. Xavier High School   @tdreisert  9-12 German Village 

 
Workshop GH-3 Read the Book, Then Walk into It with Your Students: Using Story-Based 

Drama Making to Engage Students into the Fictional/Non Fictional World of 
the Texts 

Imagine reading Wonder and then creating a fictional world with your students where they use drama and become 
PTA parents deciding if Auggie can enter their school, or experience how your classroom can change to a 
courtroom deciding the outcome of a YA novel like The Hate U Give. This session shares how you can become a 
"story mediator" and not produce a play but, instead, create inquiry and dramatic action from the questions 
developed by the texts you are reading. 

Kevin Cordi, Ohio Northern University   @kevincordi  All Arena District 
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GH  Workshops Saturday, March 2, 2019 10:15-12:00 

Workshop GH-4 Bringing Voice to Student Writing 
When students believe their voice is valued, and they are immersed in mentor texts, they are more likely to take 
creative risks in their writing. This workshop re-casts standards-based writing as creative non-fiction, otherwise 
known as writing that readers like to read. Participants will leave with classroom-ready ideas to re-engage voice in 
student writing across academic genres. 

Karen Stautberg, West Clermont High School  @Kstautberg_wchs All Franklin 

           
 
Workshop GH-5 These 6 Things: Getting Started with Dave's Big Ideas 
One of Dave's biggest fans (and These 6 Things launch team member) will bring participants into a book club 
experience. We'll read, talk, write, reflect and gain joy and energy on our journey toward flourishing as we build 
community with each other. 

Lisa Vahey      @lvahey  All Oak 1&2 

 
Workshop GH-6 First Time Around 
First year teachers will have time to discuss, reflect, and collaborate during an engaging workshop that will unpack 
their thinking about teaching. What learning gaps exist? What support is available? What about classroom 
management, Universal Design for Learning, differentiation, and those standards? First year teachers, you are 
invited. Veteran teachers, please come and support first year teachers, offering your experience and wealth of 
knowledge. This is a workshop to talk, collaborate, and support. 

Joanna Weaver, Bowling Green State University     All  Oak 3 
 

 

 

TAH.org’s History & Literature seminars aim to encourage the cross-curricular study of key 

themes in American history by examining both historical documents and literary texts. Open to 

both social studies and English Language Arts teachers at any level, the seminars will delve into 

the history and meaning of America through the words of historical figures great and small, as 

well as through the prose and verse of the nation’s writers. Each seminar will be taught by a 

historian teamed with a literary scholar. 

The Civil War in American History & Literature 

Sunday, July 7, 2019 to Friday, July 12, 2019 

The World Wars in American History & Literature 
Sunday, July 14, 2019 to Friday, July 19, 2019 

Learn more or register online at 

TeachingAmericanHistory.org/hist-lit/ 
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H   Saturday, March 2, 2019    11:15-12:00 

Keynote Breakout Session       Fairfield  

  

The Highest Form of Flattery: Using Imitation in the 
ELA Classroom 
 
A follow-up to the keynote Imitating Greatness, this breakout 
session will explore in depth the process of guiding students 
through two different imitative exercises that can be customized for 
a wide range of students. Q & A time will be provided to answer questions about the exercises, the 
speaker's blog and background, or other topics from the keynote. 

 
Session H-1 Writing Workshop 101: Encouraging Student Ownership of the Creative Process 
In this roundtable session, teachers who facilitate Writing Workshop will discuss tips, tricks, and life hacks for how 
they are able to help students own their learning and tap into their creativity all while meeting (and exceeding) our 
learning standards. 

Noah Waspe, Athens City School District   @MrWteach  K-4 Union 
Kami Rutter, Athens City School District      
Jen Pero, Athens City School District   @MrsPero_pero 
Maddie Baldwin, Athens City School District  
 

 
Session H-2 Skin Color and Other Hues: Promoting Diversity and Honoring Student Voice 
This interactive panel discussion with award-winning author Sharon G. Flake, author of The Skin I’m In (now 
celebrating twenty years in publication), will discuss the ability of culturally relevant literature to empower student 
voice and creativity.  The panel will also explore strategies for introducing the race-related topics in Flake’s books.  

Yolanda Harris, Cleveland Heights Middle School @yharkew  5-12 Buckeye 2 
Sharon G. Flake      @sharonflake   
   
 

 
Session H-3 Tech Tools to Light Your Teaching Fire 
Looking for ways to light your technology and teaching game on fire?  Join us for a lively and action-packed session 
that focuses on over one hundred innovative online resources that you can use immediately!  Resources will 
include websites, Chrome extensions, apps, and much more! 

Ashley Aldrich, Jackson High School      All Buckeye 1 
Brandi Young, Westland High School        

 
Session H-4 Creativity Does NOT Equal Art Skill 
We are all creative. We all have the ability to think like an artist. In this session, we will explore ways you can 
SPARK creativity in your classroom and beyond. Research will be provided from Ron Ritchhart's book Making 
Thinking Visible.  

Cameron Carter, Evening Street Elementary  @CRCarter313  All Polaris 1 
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Keynote & Lunch     12:10-2:00 

Dave Stuart Jr.       Alder/Cedar 

 

Dave Stuart Jr. is a husband, father, and high school teacher in 
Cedar Springs, MI. He writes about teaching on his blog, 
DaveStuartJr.com, which is read by over 35,000 colleagues 
each month. His book, These 6 Things: How to Focus Your 
Teaching on What Matters Most, is an impassioned, practical 
plea for teachers to do fewer things with greater focus so they 
and their students can flourish long term. 

 
Five Key Beliefs: A Low-Stress, Science-Based 
Approach to Motivating Readers and Writers 
 
For kids to master anything, they've got to do work and do it 
well, with care and questioning and engagement. Often, we 
overcomplicate student motivation and engagement, making it 
incredibly difficult for the average teacher to understand and 
master. In this keynote, we'll examine the five key beliefs beneath student motivation as 
suggested by social psychology, cognitive science, and some of the largest educational research 
endeavors yet conducted. What are these beliefs? How do they work themselves out?  How can 
you and I create school and classroom environments where these beliefs are cultivated?  I'll 
answer these questions while we walk through both a practical framework and take-away 
strategies we can use tomorrow. 
 

Autographing session on the Upper Terrace immediately following Keynote Session.  
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Angela Yohman 
Austintown, OH, Middle School 

2019 Outstanding ELA Educator 

Award—Middle School Division 

English Language Arts Award Winner 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you spoke to Angela Yohman ten years ago, she would have said there was no way she would 
teach 8th grade.  Fortunately, an 8th grade teaching position opened up at Austintown Middle School, 
and Angela decided to interview.  It was the best decision she could have made.  Her students have 
taught her the values of determination, inner strength, and the importance of a sense of humor.  

 Angela is in her seventh year teaching 8th graders.  She earned her undergraduate degree from 
Youngstown State University and her Master’s degree in Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction from 
Walden University.  She loves to discover creative and interactive ways to teach both reading and 
writing.  Angela realizes, however, that educating students is only part of her job.  After school, Angela 
coordinates the English Festival at her school for the 7th and 8th graders and organizes and maintains a 
school food bank to provide after-school nutrition to AMS students and families.  Throughout the year, 
Angela helps run a mentorship program which pairs 8th grade mentors with 6th grade students. In 
addition to the mentorship program, Angela also serves as a member of her school’s PBIS team which 
helps create a positive school environment for all students. 

 Angela gives thanks to her mother and father who demonstrated what it looks like to love and 
serve others.  As a home daycare provider, Angela’s mom inspired her to enter the teaching profession.  
Her dad worked selflessly to provide what she needed to be successful in college for which she is 
eternally grateful.  She would also like to thank her past and present administrators for allowing 
creativity in the classroom and for challenging her to try new ideas and techniques.  Angela is also 
thankful for her supportive, creative, intelligent, and caring 8th grade ELA colleagues with whom she is 
blessed to work, and she is grateful to Jolene Ross for this nomination and her spot-on impersonations.    

Finally, she would like to give a special thank you to her husband, Jason, and sons, Zack and 
Brennan. It is their love and support that has enabled her to pursue her dream as an educator.  
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Katrina Hewitt 
Pickaway-Ross Career and Tech Center 

2019 Outstanding ELA Educator Award—

Secondary Division 

 

English Language Arts Award Winner 

Thanks to the Fairfield County Bookmobile and Shel Silverstein, Katrina Hewitt is “a dreamer, a 
wisher, a liar, a hope-er, a pray-er, a magic bean buyer,” and, after a lifetime of devouring books and 
playing teacher, she finally became a full-fledged educator four years ago. Katrina earned her 
undergraduate degree in AYA Language Arts Education—as a non-traditional student—from Ohio 
University Athens.  Prior to teaching, Katrina spent more than a decade working at jobs she luckily 
loved—serving as a clerk for a public library and as manager for Waldenbooks.  It was during this time 
that she discovered her passion for putting the perfect books into the hands of reluctant readers and 
watching them fall in love.  Her work experience and non-traditional career path make her well suited to 
teach English 11 and 12 at Pickaway-Ross Career and Technology Center in Chillicothe.  Her ability to 
relate to the unique student population, paired with her genuine passion for poetry and YA literature, 
has allowed her to build meaningful relationships with vocational students who aren’t always overly 
interested in academic learning. She believes her students to be among the most interesting, resilient, 
and talented people on the planet and cannot believe that she gets to spend her days learning and 
growing with them.   
 
 Katrina also serves as advisor to the Pickaway-Ross Book Club and co-advisor to the student 
council.  She is a member of the LAMPS (leading, advising, mentoring, promoting, and steering) 
committee, has presented at OCTELA and The Ohio School Improvement Institute conferences, and has 
recently contributed to Ohio Voices.  Upon her completion of the Resident Educator program this year, 
Katrina hopes to begin a Master’s program. It is her ambition to become a high school librarian and 
pursue National Board Certification.  
 
 Katrina is indebted to the coaches, counselors, teachers, and other professionals who helped 
guide her as a young adult.  One teacher in particular, her high school British literature and mythology 
teacher, has remained a constant positive presence.  She feels blessed to work with dedicated teachers 
and administrators and, when she is not engaged in “school stuff,” she enjoys reading, exploring Ohio 
parks, and baking. Her absolute favorite part of life, however, is being Mom to Eli, a budding thespian, 
and a fiercely independent toddler, Evelyn. She and Michael, her partner of ten years, live with their two 
children in the beautiful Hocking Hills region.  
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Lisa Beckelhimer 
University of Cincinnati 

2019 Outstanding ELA Educator 

Award—College Division 

English Language Arts Award Winner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Beckelhimer has taught at the University of Cincinnati for more than twenty years, but her 
first career was as a writer and editor.  It took one stock market crash—Friday, October 13, 1989—for 
her to determine that she did not want to spend her entire career at her first employer, an investment 
firm. Education, on the other hand, provided a sense of purpose and professional satisfaction.  

 
The fall after she completed her Master’s degree in English, Lisa began teaching composition at 

UC one night per week; she was the youngest person in her first classroom and relished the experience 
she gained by teaching adults. Three years later, with a kindergartener and an infant, Lisa decided she 
could no longer work 9 to 5 and teach at night, so she applied for a full-time teaching position, vowing to 
teach only until her baby went to kindergarten and then return to writing and editing. That baby is now 
a freshman at the University of Kentucky.  

 
Now a full professor, Lisa has won her department’s highest teaching award three times.  She 

has been published six times in English Journal, seven times in the The Ohio Journal of English Language 
Arts, and in the Journal of Interactive Technology & Pedagogy, CEA Forum, MissHeard magazine, and on 
several blogs.  Her own book, Sports Talk, was published in 2008.  

 
 Most of the courses that Lisa teaches are general education requirements in composition. She 
believes that pop culture should be a source of analysis and criticism, whether it’s sexuality in Dancing 
with the Stars or morality in The Walking Dead.  To stay fresh and engage her students, she integrates 
her scholarly interests into her teaching.  In her zombie phase, for example, her students read World 
War Z, and her interest in technology led her to use Nicholas Carr’s The Shallows.  Lisa also serves as 
Director of Undergraduate Studies for the English Department at UC, drawing upon her leadership and 
organizational skills to help launch a fourth track of the major for students who want to teach secondary 
or middle school language arts.   
 

Lest you think that Lisa allows her administrative work to zap the fun from her job, her most 
current projects include teaching a service learning course in which students volunteer with a dog 
therapy program and various pet adoption organizations; writing a chapter called “Faith, Morality, and 
Religion: Hallmark’s Relationship with Christianity” for an edited collection on the Hallmark Channel; and 
preparing a presentation analyzing how athletes manipulate gender roles on Dancing with the Stars for 
next fall’s pop culture conference in Cincinnati.  
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English Language Arts Award Winner 

 
 
 If ever a woman had a devoted partner and advocate, it would be Dr. Norman Chambers.  Quiet 

and unassuming, Dr. Chambers was devoted to his wife Bonnie.  When Bonnie died in 1999, Norm and 

language arts educators lost a great friend.  Bonnie had a long and distinguished career spanning the roles 

of classroom teacher, teacher educator, and consultant. Her work focused on literacy development, on 

professional support for teachers, and on the importance of using quality children’s literature in the 

learning process. 

  
 In all of Bonnie’s endeavors, Norm was the support Bonnie needed to be the leader she was.  

And, when we think of legacies, we must also think of those who helped make those legacies possible.  

Because of Norm, Bonnie’s legacy is alive and active—a legacy created by Norm to benefit future 

generations of educators and one that Bonnie, herself, never saw come to fruition.  Bonnie’s legacy was in 

Norm’s hands. 

  

 Following Bonnie’s death, Norm spearheaded an endowment that funded the Bonnie Chambers 

Award for Exemplary Beginning Teaching in Language Arts to honor Bonnie’s life’s work.  It is 

largely through his personal generosity that fourteen teachers have been honored and, for each winner, 

Norm provided a special piece of art selected personally for that person.  A legacy, however, is often 

subject to change.  At Norm’s encouragement and personal investment, The Bonnie Chambers Award has 

expanded into the Bonnie Chambers Grant that supports new teachers and gives them opportunities for 

professional development and access to creative and rewarding experiences often not available in the 

home school.  The very first grants were awarded in 2017. 

 

 Norman Chambers is a unique and special person.  He understands that perhaps the most 

lasting contribution is not what one leaves behind engraved in stone but what is woven into the lives of 

others—that teachers are a legacy unto themselves.  And so, it is with gratitude and appreciation that we 

honor Dr. Norman Chambers with the OCTELA Outstanding English Language Arts Award in the 

Special Distinction category. 

  

Norman Chambers 
Bowling Green State University 

2019 Outstanding ELA Educator 

Award—Special Distinction Division 
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I   Saturday, March 2, 2019    2:15-3:00 

Keynote Breakout Session       Fairfield  

 

Doing More Isn't Doing Better: How to Be an English 
Teacher and Have a Life 
 
In this session, we'll examine three key disciplines—concentration, 
constraint, and cultivation—for developing a more focused and 
flourishing teacher life. Throughout, I'll guide you through a handful of 
exercises so that you walk out of the session ready to do less work but 
better! 
 
 

 
Session I-1 Inspiring Creativity through Experiential Learning in the Environment 
Creativity is enhanced through opportunities for authentic play within an environment that supports experiential 
learning. The focus of this workshop is to attain early literacy skills through experiential learning as seen through 
the lens of the environment. Participants will examine how European educational philosophies can be 
implemented within their classrooms.  

Lynne M. Lawson, Ed.D., Strongsville City School District    K-4 Polaris 1 
Katie L. Hawk, M.Ed., Strongsville City School District   
 
 
 

 
Session I-2 Developing a Culturally Responsive Pedagogy: Using Diverse Literature and 

Perspective-Taking in the Classroom 
How can we use diverse literature to develop a culturally responsive pedagogy? Engage in a simulation and find 
out how perspective-taking activities can be used in a 21st century ELA classroom. Receive a resource guide that 
focuses on the importance of utilizing diverse literature and perspective-taking activities in today's classrooms. 

Katie Dushek, Bowling Green State University  @ms_dushek  9-12 Buckeye 2 

 
Session I-3 Lighting Learning through a Trauma Sensitive Learning Environment 
Nearly 35 million US children have experienced a traumatic event. Educators are the leading game changers in 
setting the fire of learning for resilient learners through a trauma sensitive classroom. In a world of chaos, teachers 
and students need to recheck their well-being using a variety of tools to learn how to care for their minds and 
bodies and help their students achieve resiliency by offering nurturing space focused on social-emotional learning 
opportunities. 

Kimberly Smith, DePaul Cristo Rey High School     All Union 
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I   Saturday, March 2, 2019    2:15-3:00 

 
Session I-4 Bringing the Buckeye Book Awards into Your Classroom 
The Buckeye Children's and Teen Book Awards are unique in that they are both nominated and voted on by 
children and teens. Learn how you can incorporate standards and increase reading engagement by getting your 
students involved in the award process! 

Nancy Boone, Ohio School for the Deaf   @BuckeyeKidsRead All Franklin 

 
Session I-5 INFOhio Tools to Ignite Inquiry  
Learn how to ignite a passion for reading, writing, and learning in K-12 students with tools and resources from 
INFOhio. With instructional content from INFOhio discover how to incorporate digital content into lessons that 
spark student engagement, cultivate creativity, and rekindle your love for teaching.  

Mary Rowland, INFOhio     @infohio  All  Buckeye 1 

 
Session I-6   New Perspectives: Creative Ways to Foster LGBTQ-Inclusive Curricula 
While racial and cultural diversity awareness and acceptance in schools seem to be more commonplace, students 
who identify on the LGBTQ spectrum, or come from same-sex households, rarely see LGBTQ-related issues 
reflected in any of the materials educators choose. This session will help teachers explore and creatively 
incorporate these issues at all levels. 

Karen Tollafield, GLSEN NEO       All Arena District 
 
 

IJ  Workshops Saturday, March 2, 2019  2:15-4:00 

Workshop IJ-1 Macbeth: From "Worthy Gentleman" to "Abhorred Tyrant" 
Are you looking for new strategies to teach characterization? Do you need creative ways to engage your students 
with Shakespeare? Come to this active session and learn rehearsal-room strategies from the RSC's Toolkit for 
Teachers to explore the character development of Macbeth. 

Allison Volz, Columbus City Schools   @allisonvolz  5-12 Oak 1&2 
Lorraine Gaughenbaugh, Reynoldsburg City Schools 

 
Workshop IJ-2 Experience the Ethics Bowl: Creatively Fostering Literacy and Citizenship Development 

through Dialogue and Collaboration 
Join us by participating in an innovative class activity or co-curricular club called Ethics Bowl.  You will learn how to 
use ethical dilemma cases in class and how to start a team at your school to compete in Ohio’s contest.  You will 
also hear student experiences and discuss sample cases. 

Pam Antos, Hilliard Innovative Learning Center  @Mrs_Antos  9-12 Short North 

 
Workshop IJ-3 Cultivating a Love of Writing 
This session will explore writing activities that foster creative expression and writing strategies that help students 
cultivate their creative self. Throughout the session we will also consider how mindsets and classroom culture can 
encourage or hinder creativity.  

Monica Bartholomew, Garaway Local Schools     9-12 Oak 3  
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IJ  Workshops Saturday, March 2, 2019 2:15-4:00 

Workshop IJ-4 Critical Theory: Digging Deeper into Texts 
This presentation will focus on using literary lenses to help students refocus their attention on certain aspects of a 
text to dig deeper into its complexities and nuances. 

Hannah Rust, Miami University    @_HannahRust_ 9-12 German Village 

           
 

J  Saturday, March 2, 2019    3:15-4:00 

Session J-1 Supporting English Language Learners: Using Technology to Increase Classroom 
Participation and Creativity 

In this session, learn about an expanding menu of educational tech tools that can support the creativity and 
increase the comfort level of the English Language Learners in your classroom! Presenters will share tools for 
broadening participation options, building and showcasing dynamic multimodal compositions, and communicating 
more fully with multilingual families while sharing student stories and voices along the way.  

Jen McCreight, Hiram College    @JenMcCreight  K-4 Buckeye 2 
Kennedy Rondin 
Macy Welsh           
 

Session J-2 Picture Books to Inspire Creativity: Helping ELLs Improve Their Vocabulary and 
Extrapolative Reading Comprehension  

In this engaging and interactive session, the presenters will demonstrate how to use picture books to specifically 
cater to the needs of ELLs. They will engage participants by sharing picture books and hands-on activities that 
guide learners to use their creativity, enrich their procedural vocabulary, and enhance their extrapolative reading. 

Mohsine Bensaid, Ashland University      K-8 Arena District 
William Bintz, Ph.D., Kent State University 

 
Session J-3 Inspiring Creativity through the Poetry of Nikki Grimes 
Explore the work of Nikki Grimes, recipient of multiple literary awards, and the possibilities for utilizing her poetry 
to blend student creativity with critical thinking.  In this generative session, participants will engage with and 
consider classroom implications of poetic forms including Golden Shovel poems and found poetry.  

Linda T. Parsons, The Ohio State University Marion    5-12 Franklin 

 
Session J-4 Interpretation Set Free 
This session is for teachers who thrive on structure but want to hand more control over to the students! By 
reflecting on their current classroom writing and writing-about-reading practices, teachers will leave with ideas 
and strategies to help them loosen the reigns, embrace the beautifully messy work of interpretation, and watch 
students flourish when they don't have to fit their thinking into a pre-made graphic organizer while using only blue 
or black pen. 

Kristen Robbins Warren, Buckeye Valley Local Schools @robbins_kristen 5-12 Union 
  



38  OCTELA 2019 Annual Conference 
 

 

J  Saturday, March 2, 2019    3:15-4:00 

Session J-5 Re-igniting the Fire: Vocalize and Auditorize to Energize Readers 
Do you “auditorize” as you read?  Do you “hear” a narrative voice much like you’d visualize a scene? As inner-city 
public, private suburban, and college teachers, we share the rationale for and impact of podcasts, booktalks, read-
alouds, and audiobooks to spark the reading flame in our teenage and adult students.   

Angie Beumer Johnson, Wright State University  @ABJLiteracyLife 7-12 Fairfield 
Lindsay Haralson, Thurgood Marshall STEM High School 
Nicole Gunder, Thurgood Marshall STEM High School @nicoleegunder 
Rikki Bell, Stephen T. Badin High School 

 
Session J-6 What Fiona Has in Common with Inexperienced Writers 
Growth and Development is the name of the writing game whether you are five or fifty. One university teacher and 
two early childhood teachers share how they "light the fire of creativity" in their student writers. 

Tom Romano, Miami University       All Buckeye 1 
Alyssa Kemp, South Lebanon Elementary 
Kayla Blust, Valerie Elementary School  

 
Session J-7 Killing the Poetry Unit: "Not the Filling of a Pail, but the Lighting of a Fire" 
We believe, with William Butler Yeats, that "education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire." In this 
session, we will provide the spark necessary for you to gain more confidence in teaching and learning a wide 
variety of poems throughout the year. This will include a discussion of how having you and your students write 
poetry will (re)ignite everyone's passion for poetry! 

Dr. Molly Buckley, Cleveland State University     All Polaris 1 
Leila Chatti, Cleveland State University Poetry Center 
Amanda Lamadanie, Campus International High School 
Brady Lorek, Cleveland State University  
Charles Ellenbogen, Campus International High School 

Closing Session  Saturday, March 2, 2019   

Day Two Wrap-up: Annual Business Meeting and Silent Auction—Adler/Cedar  

 
LPDC certificates are available online after completing a brief survey.  
 

To receive your LPDC certificate, please follow the link 

or QR code below. 

https://goo.gl/forms/uOUD42vJQ1pQOw3p2 
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Up to $1,500 in mini-grants are available to be awarded at the 2020 Spring Conference to K-8 public school 

teachers in their 2nd through 5th years of teaching. The mini-grants are designed to support Ohio’s best and 

brightest new language arts teachers who promote the use of quality literature in their classrooms.  Grants will be 

awarded for professional development in English language arts opportunities NOT covered by a school district.  

These grants could aid in the cost of conferences (including OCTELA), language arts workshops, master’s degree 

expenses, licensure course work or other appropriate learning opportunities available to teachers 

These grants are designed for the growth and support of promising new language arts teachers who often do not 

have the resources to take advantage of professional development opportunities.  Applicants will be expected to 

show how they use quality literature within their classroom, but the grant money is NOT intended for the direct 

purchase of classroom materials. 

For Application Information, Please Submit the Following: 

Your Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

Current Position: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Number of years of teaching experience by the end of the 2019-2020 school year: ________________ 

Name of School: _____________________________________________________ 

School Address: ______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________ 

Principal’s Name: ___________________________________Email: _____________________________ 

Send to Deborah Thomas duthomas14@gmail .com and/or Deb Nickles  nickles@ohio.edu with the 

subject heading “Bonnie Chambers Grant. ”  

 You can submit with the following link or QR code as well.   

https://goo.gl/forms/EgBeO5pYYmDxTq0q2 

 

Deadline for applications:  August 19, 2019 

 

 

 

 

THE 2020 OCTELA 

 Bonnie Chambers Grants 

Supporting Promising NEW Educators  

of English Language Arts 
 

mailto:duthomas14@gmail%20.com
mailto:nickles@ohio.edu
https://goo.gl/forms/EgBeO5pYYmDxTq0q2
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OCTELA 2020 
Outstanding English Language Arts Educator Nomination Form 

Criteria: An OCTELA Outstanding Language Arts Educator demonstrates 

excellence inside and outside the classroom through leadership in and advocacy 

for the language arts and focused efforts to improve student learning. 

Deadline: All nominees must be members of OCTELA, and each nominator must 

either be a member of OCTELA or a building principal. Submit nominations on this 

form or online by May 17, 2019. Nominees will be required to submit a portfolio 

for consideration by September 6, 2019. Awards will be presented at the 2020 

OCTELA Conference.  

For more information:  https://www.octela.org/awards/outstanding-educator/ 

Nominee’s Name:______________________________________________________________________ 

Nominee’s Email:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Institutional Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________ 

Select the award classification for which you are nominating the candidate (circle one): 

Elementary Division    Middle School Division 

Secondary Division    College Division 

Award of Special Distinction 

Please submit a statement of 250 words or fewer explaining why this individual is qualified to receive 

the award.  

Nominator’s Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Nominator’s Email:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Nominator’s Institutional Alliliation:________________________________________________________ 

Please select your role (circle one):  OCTELA Member  Principal   

Send to Joshua Younge, 1318 Fairway Drive, Grove City, Ohio 43123 or joshuayounge@sbcglobal.net 

https://www.octela.org/awards/outstanding-educator/
mailto:joshuayounge@sbcglobal.net
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Inquiry by Design: Issue 59.1 (Summer/Fall 2019) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

“As it is, the lover of inquiry must follow his beloved wherever it may lead him.” – Plato 

It’s a pedagogical approach supported by the work of such important learning theorists as 

Dewey, Piaget, Vygotsky and Freire, but how can we encourage inquiry in our students? How 

can teachers spark their students’ curiosity? What does true inquiry look like in an English 

Language Arts classroom? 

In this issue of Ohio Journal of English Language Arts, we explore the use of inquiry and 

curiosity in literacy instruction of our students. In a discipline rooted in dialogue, how do we 

engage our students in the dialogue of wonder and excitement in the English Language Arts 

classroom? 

 

Some questions authors for this issue might address: 
 How do we encourage our students to ask meaningful and important questions? 

 How can inquiry become the anchor for robust research instruction? 

 What processes have teachers used to ensure that students are not merely “getting 
information” but are actively engaged with the content in our classes? 

 How do we encourage our students to observe the world around them? 

 How can curiosity and inquiry bridge the gap between our students’ school and home practices? 

 What projects can spark our students’ imagination? What role does choice have in creating that 
spark? 

 How do we bring our students’ questions, and not our own, to the center of literature and 
writing instruction? 

 In the age of accountability, how do we support student inquiry while also preparing our 
students to meet end-of-course exams and other high-stake assessments? 

 How does inquiry-based learning change the role of the teacher in the classroom? What about 
the role of the learner? 

 How do we design for curiosity in our classrooms? 
 

Deadline for submission: April 15, 2019 
 

Submit queries and submissions for OJELA to Editor Elizabeth Walsh-Moorman at 
ewalsh@lec.edu 

 
  

Ohio Journal of English Language Arts  

Call for Manuscripts: Spring, 2019 
 

Inquiry by Design: Issue 59.1 (Summer/Fall 2019) 
 

mailto:ewalsh@lec.edu
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OCTELA 20/20: Envisioning Our Future(s) 
Date | February 21-22, 2020 

Location | DoubleTree in Worthington, OH 
 

 
 

The 2020s offer a fresh decade to envision new possibilities for  
professional transformation: What might our future classrooms look like? 

 

 
Friday, February 21, 2020  
Lunch Keynote 12:10 – 1:50  
Breakout Session 2:10 – 3:00 

DANIEL JOSE OLDER’s most recent books 

are Dactyl HIll Squad Book Two: Freedom Fire (Scholastic, 
2019), Dactyl Hill Squad (Scholastic, 2018) his first middle-
grade series, and Star Wars Last Shot (Del Ray, 2018). His 
bestselling Young Adult novel, Shadowshaper (Scholastic, 
2016), was a New York Times Best Book of the Year. His 
other books include the Bone Street Rumba novels, 
including Midnight Taxi Tango and Half-Resurrection Blues (Penguin). Winner of the International 
Latino Book Award, his journalism on social justice, diversity, and gentrification appears regularly in The Guardian.  

 
 

     Saturday, February 22, 2020 
Lunch Keynote 12:10 – 1:50  

Breakout Session 2:10 – 3:00 

ELIZABETH ACEVEDO is a poet, novelist, and National Poetry Slam 

Champion, born and raised in New York City, the only daughter of Dominican 
immigrants. She is the author of award-winning novel, The Poet X 

(HarperCollins, 2018), winner of the 2018 National Book Award 
for Young Adult Fiction; and the poetry chapbook Beastgirl & 

Other Origin Myths (YesYes Books, 2016), a collection of folkloric 
poems centered on the historical, mythological, gendered and 

geographic experiences of a first-generation American woman.  
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          Friday, February 21, 2020 
Afternoon Keynote 4:10 – 5:00  

 

TONY M. VINCI is co-contributor to Posthumanism in Young Adult Fiction 

(UP of Mississippi, 2018) and co-editor of Culture, Identities, and Technology in 
the Star Wars Films (McFarland, 2007). Associate Professor of English at Ohio 
University-Chillicothe, he teaches literature, film, and creative writing. In both 
the classroom and his publications, Vinci interrogates 
how the literatures of Fantasy and Science Fiction 
help us recognize the complex relationships between 

and everyday American life.  ethics, trauma, 

 
 

 
 

Additional speakers are in the works! 
Watch for announcements at (URL for 2020 Conferences) 

        
Call for Proposals 
OCTELA invites you to share your own visions for the future of education with fellow teachers gathering from across 
the state. We encourage both experienced and novice PreK-16 teachers of ELA to share the methods, habits, 
traditions, instructional designs, and game plans that are valued most in their daily classrooms. OCTELA is actively 
recruiting diverse perspectives from across the state, from urban to rural schools, from public to private. To help 
focus anticipated topics of growing interests in the 2020s, we include this list of possible conversations: 
 

 Who are the 2020 students? What types of knowledges and skills will they need to keep learning moving 
forward?  

 How are newer technologies impacting teaching expectations and experiences?  

 How might teaching non-traditional genres (think sci-fi, horror, dystopias, speculative fiction, magical 
realism, fantasy, comics, films, etc.) invigorate critical thinking in classrooms? What texts might be best to 
use and why? 

 How do teachers cultivate—and sustain—multicultural perspectives? From recruiting and mentoring 
diverse teachers to building worthwhile assignments, what practices work? 

 How are the changing definitions of what is considered “human” transforming the humanities? What is 
posthumanism and how is it influencing young adult literature? 

 To what extent should work in the English classroom address political environments and help develop 
healthy civic student life? What would ethical, well-balanced practices look like? 

 
Ready to submit? You can do so by following the link or using the QR code.   
 
https://goo.gl/forms/RVXpa1yxgEGcv7Rr2 
 
 

 

 
 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/RVXpa1yxgEGcv7Rr2
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Application for OCTELA membership:  Pay via credit card or remit checks to OCTELA.             

Please send checks to Karla Hayslett,  1209 Heather Run, Wilmington, OH 45177          

octela@gmail.com 

   Join online at www.octela.org 

CHECK ONE:   ___ Professional Membership $40              ___ Undergraduate Student or Retired Membership $17 

OCTELA ID number:  _______________________________________________ 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________  State: _____  Zip: _________________ 

Personal PH: _________________________  Work PH: _____________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________ 

County in which you teach: _________________  School: ___________________ 

Credit Card Number: _________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ________________________   Check One:  _____  MC   _____  Visa    3 digit code on back of card _______ 

 

 

To join NCTE, complete this form and mail to NCTE, 11 W Kenyon Road, Urbana, IL 61801-1096 

 

 

 

OCTELA Membership Form                                               

Check your mailing label for your expiration date 

Teaching Level:  Check all 

applicable 

___ College    ___ Vocational 

___ Secondary       ___  Librarian 

___ Middle    ___ Dept. Chair 

___ Elementary    ___ Retired 

___ Pre-K               ___ Student 

(Und)  

___ Administrator ___ Other 

NCTE Membership Form  Ohio P-0177 

Language Arts:   $25 English Education    $25 

English Journal   $25 SLATE (Contribution)    $15 

College English  $25 Res. in Tch. Eng     $25 

Voices from the Middle  $25 Tch English in 2 Yr Coll  $25                             

Talking Points   $25  

Teaching Eng. in Two Year Colleges    $20 

Please note that NCTE journals are  

NO LONGER included in the 

membership fee. 

Journal fees for students are half the 

regular membership journal fee. 

 

 Choose One:  ___ New membership  $50  ___ Renewal  $50 Renewal Membership Number __________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________Home Phone:  _________________________ 

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: ____________________  Zip Code: _________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ School Name: _______________________________________ 

School Address: __________________________________   City: ______________________ Zip Code: _______________ 

Voting Section: Check one:    _____ Elementary _____ Middle School _____ Secondary _____ College  
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Townsend Press 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



OCTELA 2019 Annual Conference   47 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



48  OCTELA 2019 Annual Conference 
 

 


